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I knew there was a German dictionary, and
procured it.    I also   obtained a copy of
Goethe's   ' Werther ' in German (through
Mr. William S. Shaw's connivance) from
amongst Mr. J. Q. Adams's books, deposited
by him, on going to Europe, in the Athe-
naeum, under Mr. Shaw's care, but without
giving him permission to lend them." l   Mr.
Hillard, in commenting on this, says well
that " there are now, doubtless, more facili-
ties in New England for the study of Arabic
or Persian than there were then for the
study of German."  But it was not yet even
1813 in Hartford and its neighborhood, and
in the middle of the eighteenth century the
literary resources were meagre in the ex-
treme.   Learning was not concentrated in
the towns, but the access to books there was
easier.    The country minister, who was the
scholar, literary man, and school-master,
fell back largely upon the Greek and Latin
classics, and upon the few books of the day
which he could get in his rare journeys to
Boston.   In Boston, itself there were book-
stores, and John Mein, afterward a royalist
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